Alaska State Troopers Press Release of Monday, April 14, 2014

Any charges reported in these press releases are merely accusations and 
the defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.

A Detachment...No news reported.

B Detachment


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla        
Case number: AK14025475
Type: NVOL
Text: On 4/13/2014 at approximately 2250 hours, AST conducted a traffic stop on a 2003 Dodge Neon for an equipment violation near Trunk Road and the Palmer Wasilla Highway in Wasilla. Investigation revealed Kia Cameron, age 21 of Palmer, was operating the vehicle with No Valid Operator's License. Cameron was issued a criminal citation and given a court date. The Dodge Neon was released from the scene to a family friend.  
Author: LRS1 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 2:14 AM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 2:58 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Palmer
Case number: AK14025258
Type: Minor Consuming Alcohol	
Text: On 4/13/2014, at about 0008 hours, Alaska State Troopers conducted a traffic stop on a 1995 Ford Explorer for an inoperable head light.  Investigation revealed Crysti Harp, age 19 of Palmer and Alexis Bernier, age 19 of Wasilla, had consumed alcohol.  Harp and Bernier were issued criminal citations for Minor Consuming Alcohol with a mandatory court date and released at the scene.  
Author: JAC0 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 6:14 AM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 6:29 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Meadow Lakes
Case number: AK14025672
Type: Assault IV
Text: On April 14th, 2014 at approximately 1605 hours, the Alaska State Troopers responded to residence on Captain Circle, Meadow Lakes for a report of a disturbance. Investigation revealed  Richard L. Beck, age 48 of Meadow Lakes, caused physical injury to a significant other. Beck was arrested for Assault IV and remanded to the Mat-Su Pretrial Facility where he was held without bail.
Author: ASG0 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 8:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 8:23 PM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla
Case number: AK14025284
Type:  Accidental Shooting
Text:   On 4/13/14, at 0238 hours, Alaska State Trooper Dispatch received a report from an employee of Mat-Su Regional Hospital who reported that a Lane Felton-Tucker, age 18, of Wasilla had arrived at the Hospital with a gunshot wound to his foot. Felton-Tucker was interviewed at the Emergency Room of the Hospital. An investigation showed that Felton-Tucker had been at a bonfire near the end of Knik Goose Bay Road.  Felton-Tucker was shooting a .22 caliber rifle when one of the rounds ricocheted off the backstop and struck him in the foot.  Felton-Tucker transported himself to the hospital. Neither alcohol nor drugs were a factor in the incident.
Author: BNM0 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 10:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 10:21 PM


C Detachment

 
------------------------------------------------- 

Location: Togiak, AK

Case number: AK14024914

Type: MICS 4th x 5 / MICS 5th x 2 / Criminal Trespass 2nd / Evidence Tamper
ing / Theft 4th  

Text: On 4/11/2014, at about 1400 hours, AST arrested George Kase, 25 year old of Dillingham, for MICS 4th & 5th Degree, Criminal Trespass in the 2nd, Evidence Tampering, and Theft in the 4th Degree.  The arrest came following an investigation into a break-in at the Togiak Clinic pharmacy that had occurred during the early morning of 4/11/2014.  The investigation revealed Kase, who was staying at the clinic and guest speaking in the community, had forced open the door to the pharmacy inside the clinic and stole several schedule IA controlled substances amongst other items.  A large majority of the items stolen were not recovered.  Kase was arrested and remanded into the custody of the Dillingham correctional facility.   Bail was later set at $25,000.

Author: MHE0

------------------------------------------------- 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 8:14 AM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 8:21 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Nome                
Case number: AK14025121 
Type: DWLR, traffic violations
Text: On 4-12-14 at 1410 hours the Alaska State Troopers stopped a vehicle for a traffic violation in Nome. Frank Kavairlook Sr., 63, was subsequently issued citations for Driving While License Revoked, driving without vehicle insurance, and Fail to Stop for a stop sign.
Author: JLS4 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 9:14 AM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 9:12 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Gambell            
Case number:  AK140235324
Type: probation violation

Text: On 4/13/14 at approximately 0245 hours Edward Ungott, 19, of Gambell, was arrested after an investigation revealed that he had consumed alcohol in violation of his probation. Ungott was telephonically arraigned and released.
Author: AMW0 

Received Monday, April 14, 2014 9:14 AM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 9:58 AM

----------------------------------------
Location: St. Mary?s
Case Number: AK14025035
Subject: MVC-Fatal 
 
Text:  On 4/12/14 at about 0500 hours, a St. Mary's Village Police Officer notified that the ATV had crashed near the confluence of the Andreafsky and Yukon Rivers.  Joe Bryan Joe, 27 of St. Mary's, the apparent driver, was deceased at the scene.  The SME was contacted and the remains will be transported to Anchorage for autopsy.  Next of Kin notification has been made.  A passenger on the ATV received minor injuries and was treated at the local clinic. Alcohol and poor weather conditions are believed to be factors in the collision. 

 

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location:  Nome            
Case number:  AK14025608
Type: Assault IV DV
Text: On 4/14/14 at approximately 0630 hours Doreen Lockwood, 38, of Nome was arrested after an investigation revealed that she had assaulted her boyfriend.  Lockwood was transported and remanded to AMCC.
Author: AMW0 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 3:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 3:09 PM


D Detachment


Location: Fairbanks
Case Number: AK14025472
Type: DUI
 
Text: On 4/14/14 at approximately 0023 hours the Alaska State Troopers contacted a vehicle with its emergency lights activated near Nordale and Peede Road. Investigation revealed that the driver, Jacob Babcock (24 YOA) of Fairbanks was driving under the influence of alcohol and a controlled substance. Jacob was placed under arrest and transported to FCC.
 
 
Author: JAB0
 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 5:14 AM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 5:49 AM


Location: Fairbanks
Case Number: AK14025472
Type: Violating conditions of release.

Text: On 4/13/14 at approximately 2325 hours AST conducted a routine traffic stop on Chena Hot Springs Road, near Steele Creek Road. Investigation revealed a passenger, Jesse Flenniken (21 YOA) of Fairbanks was violating his conditions of release for a previous misdemeanor case (4FA-13-02239CR) by consuming alcohol. Jesse was arrested and transported to FCC.
 
 
Author: JAB0
 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 5:14 AM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 5:48 AM


-----------------------------------------------------------
Location: Fairbanks
Incident Number: AK14025664
Type: VCOR/DC/Minor Consuming
Text:  On 04/14/14 at approximately 1548 hours, Alaska State Troopers responded to a disturbance at a hotel on Airport Way in Fairbanks. Investigation revealed that Kimberly Harper, age 18 of Fairbanks was in violation of her conditions of release by consuming alcohol and had an outstanding arrest warrant for failing to appear in a misdemeanor Fairbanks case. Jessica Brigham, age 19, of Fairbanks was also discovered to have been consuming alcohol. Jessica was cited and released. During the arrest of Harper, Whitney Sam, age 26 of Fairbanks was given a lawful order to disperse and refused to do so. Sam was arrested for Disorderly Conduct. Sam and Harper were transported to Fairbanks Correctional Center and remanded on their charges. 
Author: RHJ0 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 11:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 11:38 PM


Location:  Fairbanks
Case number:  AK14025691
Type:  Assault 4; Domestic Violence
Text:  On April 14, 2014 at 1622 hours, the Alaska State Troopers received a report of a male and female arguing over their young child. An investigation revealed John Stanfill Jr., a 37 yo male of Nenana, assaulted his child's mother during the argument. John was arrested for Assault in the Fourth Degree and transported to Fairbanks Correctional Center, where he was remanded on his charge. 

Author: TST1  
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 11:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 11:39 PM


-----------------------------------------------------------
Location: Fairbanks
Incident Number: AK14025748
Type: Warrant Arrest
Text:  On 04/14/14 Bennentt Mandros, age 20 of Nulato, was arrested and remanded to Fairbanks Correctional Center on an outstanding arrest warrant for Assault IVx3 from Galena.   
Author: RHJ0 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 11:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 11:49 PM


Location: Fairbanks
Case number: AK14025696
Type: Assault in the 4th Degree, Criminal Mischief in the 4th Degree; Domestic Violence
Text: On 4/14/14, at about 1655 hours, the Alaska State Troopers (AST) responded to an intoxicated woman throwing things at a family member inside their home on Murphy Dome Rd. Subsequent investigation revealed 47-year-old Ada Sakeagak of Fairbanks damaged several household items and threw broken glass at a family member. AST arrested Mrs. Sakeagak for the assault in the 4th degree and criminal mischief in the 4th degree, both domestic violence crimes and remanded her to the Fairbanks Correctional Center without incident. 
Author:MAM0 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 11:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 11:36 PM


Location:  Fairbanks
Incident number:  AK14025658
Type:  Death Investigation - Natural
Text:  On 04/14/14 at approximately 1535 hours, Alaska State Troopers investigated the death of 61-year-old Michael Merriman of Fairbanks. The investigation determined that Merriman died of natural causes and no foul play is suspected. 
Author: ZHJ0 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 11:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 11:49 PM


E Detachment


---------------------------------------------------------
Location: Cooper Landing
Case Number: AK14025422
Type: Foot Pursuit/Extraditable Warrant Arrest
 
Type:  On 4/13/2014 at approximately 1746 hours, Alaska State Troopers received a 911 call reporting a male that seemed to be impaired at Hamilton's Store in Cooper Landing. The male was seen leaving in a vehicle heading northbound towards Anchorage in a newer silver sedan. The vehicle was stopped at mile 37.5 of the Seward highway. The male passenger was identified as Jacob McGrew, 36 of Minnesota, and was confirmed to have an extraditable warrant out of Minnesota. McGrew refused to cooperate and fled on foot where he ran through a swamp and fell through the ice. The Trooper  also broke through the ice; the water was about waist deep. The Trooper was able to apprehend McGrew. McGrew was transported by Cooper Landing EMS to Central Peninsula Hospital in Soldotna to be evaluated before being remanded. The Trooper was not injured and did not need medical attention.
  
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 10:14 AM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 10:55 AM


Location:  Seward           
Case number:  AK14025238
Type:  MICS VI
Text:  On 04-12-14, at approximately 2230 hours, AST contacted a suspicious vehicle parked at the end of Grouse Creek Road in Seward.  Investigation revealed the occupants of the vehicle, Jennifer Cummings, age 19 of Homer, Alexandra Elkins, age 24 of Seward, and Richard Hulslander, age 28 of Homer, were each in possession of less than one ounce of marijuana.  They were each issued misdemeanor citations for Sixth Degree Misconduct Involving a Controlled Substance and released.   
Author: JLM3
------------------------------------------------- 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 1:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 1:37 PM


Location:  Cooper Landing
Case number:  AK14024683
Type:  Vehicle Theft/MICS/False Information/Criminal Mischief/Warrant Arrest
Text:  On 04-10-14, at approximately 1920 hours, AST conducted a traffic stop for a moving violation near mile 43 of the Sterling Highway in Cooper Landing.   Troopers discovered the vehicle had been reported stolen out of Anchorage. Investigation revealed the operator of the vehicle, Charles Petty, age 27 of Anchorage, had provided Troopers with a false name and date of birth. The passenger Rozlynne Demoski, age 26 of Anchorage, had a warrant for her arrest.  Investigation revealed both were in possession of multiple controlled substances including heroin, marijuana, and several prescription substances.  Petty was arrested for First Degree Vehicle Theft, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Degrees of Misconduct Involving Controlled Substances, and False Information.  Petty who was also on Felony Probation was arrested for violating conditions of his probation.  Demoski was arrested for the warrant, Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Degrees of Misconduct Involving Controlled Substances, and Fifth Degree Criminal Mischief.  Both were remanded at the Seward Jail with no bond.
Author: JLM3
------------------------------------------------- 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 1:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 1:38 PM


AK Wildlife Troopers...No news reported.

AK Bureau of Investigation

 
------------------------------------------------- 

Location: Juneau 
Case number: 96-50865 
Type: Murder 1st and 2nd Degree 

Text: Late Friday afternoon, on 4/11/14, a jury in Juneau Superior Court returned a verdict in the trial of Robert Kowalski, age 53, of Columbia Falls, Montana, after a four week trial.  The jury found Kowalski guilty of Murder in the 2nd degree for the shooting death of Sandra Perry, of Seattle, WA.  The shooting occurred in Yakutat, AK, on 7/21/1996.  Perry was 38-years old at the time of her death.  The jury found that Kowalski had acted with extreme indifference to the value of human life in killing Perry.  Kowalski had also been charged with Murder 1st Degree for the incident, but the jury was unable to reach a verdict on that charge.  A status hearing will be held in late April to determine if the state intends to retry Kowalski on the Murder 1st degree charge, after which a sentencing date will be set.  Kowalski could receive a sentence of 5 to 99 years in prison.
 
 
In July 1996, Kowalski and Perry, who were in a romantic relationship with one another, were visiting Yakutat from their home in Washington.  During the early morning hours of 7/21/1996, while in their hotel room, Kowalski shot Perry in the face with a shotgun, killing her instantly.  Kowalski claimed the shooting was an accidental discharge.  The Yakutat Police Department initially investigated the incident, but they soon handed the case over to the Alaska State Troopers.  AST investigators from Ketchikan and Anchorage, as well as a member of the State Crime Detection Laboratory (SCDL) in Anchorage responded to Yakutat and investigated the incident. Investigation revealed Kowalski had been drinking prior the shooting and arguing with Perry.  Kowalski admitted to reckless behavior with the gun, but he persisted with the story that the shooting had been unintentional and caused by Perry startling him.  No arrest was made at that time, however criminal charges against Kowalski were promptly referred to the Juneau District Attorney's Office (DAO), but prosecution was subsequently declined.   
 
In 2008, the AST Cold Case Unit resurrected the investigation into Perry's death after learning that Kowalski had murdered another woman under almost identical circumstances in Flathead County, Montana.  On 3/16/2008, Kowalski murdered his girlfriend in her residence by shooting her in the face during an alcohol fueled argument.  After a 30-plus hour standoff with police, Kowalski was taken into custody.  As part of a plea bargain, Kowalski plead guilty to the murder and in April 2009 was sentence to 40 years in prison.  Between 2008 and 2013, AST Cold Case Unit investigators located several new witnesses that helped discredit Kowalski's claim that Perry's shooting had been accidental.  A crime scene reconstruction by investigators and new physical evidence examinations at the SCDL further refuted Kowalski's story.
 
On 9/30/11, the State of Alaska (SOA) Office of Special Prosecutions and Appeals (OSPA) presented the case to a grand jury in Juneau.  The grand jury indicted Kowalski for Murder 1st and Murder 2nd degree.  Kowalski was subsequently extradited back to Alaska in March, 2012.  On 3/17/2014, Kowalski was brought to trial for Perry's killing.  The prosecution was conducted by OSPA, aided by the Juneau DAO.  Over 20 witnesses from four states were called by the state to Juneau to testify during the month long trial.            

Author: RLM9  
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 9:14 AM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 9:21 AM



-----------------------------------------
Location: Hiland Mountain Correctional Center Case Number: AK14024501
Type: Death Investigation

Text: On 4/10/14 at approximately 0135 hours, the Alaska Bureau of Investigation-Major Crimes Unit in Anchorage received a report of an unexpected death at the Hiland Mountain Correctional Center. Investigation determined that Inmate Amanda Kernak, 24, of Kokhanok was found unresponsive in her room by correctional officers performing a routine security check. Lifesaving efforts were attempted  without success and Kernak was later pronounced deceased.  The State Medical Examiner's Office was notified and took custody of the body. No foul play is suspected.  Next of kin has been notified.
Author: CGL0 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 12:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 12:33 PM


Headquarters...No news reported.

AK Bureau of Highway Patrol


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla
Case number: AK14025482
Type: Felony Elude, Felony DUI, MICS 2, MICS 4, MICS 5, DWLR, Assault 3 
 
Text: On 04/13/2014 at approximately 2346 hours Alaska State Troopers with the Bureau of Highway Patrol attempted to stop a 1999 Ford Expedition for an equipment violation near the intersection of the Parks Hwy. and Big Lake Rd. outside Wasilla. The vehicle failed to stop and led AST on a 10 mile pursuit that ended near the intersection of the Parks Hwy. and Lucille St. in Wasilla.  The driver of the vehicle was identified as Billy J. Bostwick, age 34, of Wasilla.  Bostwick was found to be driving the vehicle while under the influence of alcohol and with a revoked driver's license from a previous felony DUI.  Bostwick was also found to be in possession of controlled
substances.  Bostwick was remanded into the Mat-Su Pretrial facility where he was held without bail on charges of Failure to Stop at the Direction of a Peace Officer 1st Degree, Felony DUI, Misconduct Involving a Controlled Substance (2nd, 4th, 5th Degree), Driving While License Revoked, and Assault 3.
Author: AAG1 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 9:14 AM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 9:34 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla
Case number: AK14025460
Type: DUI, Refusal to Submit to a Chemical Test, DWLR, Endangering the Welf
are of a Child  
Text: On 04/13/2014 at approximately 2008 hours Alaska State Troopers stopped a 2008 Ford sedan for an equipment violation near the intersection of Pittman Rd. and N. Lakeview Dr. outside Wasilla.  The driver of the vehicle was identified as Maxwell Vanlue, age 29, of Wasilla.  Vanlue was found to be operating the vehicle while under the influence of alcohol and with a revoked driver's license.  Vanlue was arrested for DUI and DWLR. Vanlue was additionally charged with Refusal to Submit to a Chemical test after he failed to provide a sample of his breath following a DUI arrest and with Endangering the Welfare of a Child for transporting a child while under the influence of alcohol.  Vanlue was transported and remanded into the Mat-Su Pretrial facility where he was held on $2,500 bail and CATP.
Author: AAG1 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 9:14 AM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 9:47 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Wasilla
Incident Number: AK14025668
Type: MVC-Injury
Text: On 4/14/14 at 1600 hours, Alaska State Troopers responded to a Motor Vehicle Collision involving injuries on Pittman Road and Fireweed Fields Drive in Wasilla.  Investigation revealed Brian Russell Bean, age 40 of Wasilla was operating his 2007 black Yamaha motorcycle northbound on Pittman Road near Fireweed Fields Drive. John Frederick Koutsky, age 59 of Wasilla was operating his 1999 gold Ford Explorer southbound on Pittman Road approaching Fireweed Fields Drive. Bean failed to negotiate the right hand corner, came into the oncoming lane of travel and struck the Ford Explorer head on. Bean was medevaced by Life Med Helicopters to Providence Hospital in Anchorage for serious, but non-life threatening injuries. Bean was wearing a helmet at the time of the collision. Koutsky was utilizing his seat belt at the time of collision. Both vehicles were a total loss.  
Author: DLH2 
Received Monday, April 14, 2014 9:14 PM and posted Monday, April 14, 2014 9:49 PM


AK Bureau of Judicial Services...No news reported.

AK Div of Fire and Life Safety...No news reported.


End of Dispatch